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The regulation of humoral immune responses mediated by apoptotic cells clearance of
follicular dendritic cells
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Follicular dendritic cells (FDCs) locate within the follicules of lymphoid
tissues and are the critical cells for the germinal center formation and humoral immune responses. By
using novel isolation method for FDCs, we observed that FDCs engulf apoptotic cells via interaction
between self-producing MFG-E8 and a V integrin. We also observed that IL-6 and CXCL-13 production by FDCs
are regulated by the engulfment of apoptotic cells. Although we established mice whose a V integrin
expression is specifically ablated on FDCs (FDCs-specific a V integrin null mice), germinal center

formation and humoral immune responses seems to be comparable between FDCs-specific a V integrin null
mice and control mice.
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