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Research on dialogues and rules to ensure accessibility of e-book
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In 2015, 90% of the bestselling e-books in Japan were published in accessible
format. Accessibility functions are also listed, so users can find out whether a book is accessible or
not before buying it. However, e-book readers still have some way to go in this area. To find out the
best way to address the issue, the author organized meetings on accessibility of e-books gathering
representatives of publishers and e-book stores, e-book reader develoBers, and persons with disabilities.
The participants chose nine most required functions to ensure accessibility.

Debates about accessibility often refer to the Copy Right Act or the Act for Eliminating Discrimination
against Persons with Disability. When people focus on the Copy Right Act, discussions tend to perceive
accessibility within the framework of Social Welfare, and the need to develop a business model for
accessible publishing is rarely stressed. This tendency, although well-meaning, in fact merely reaffirms

the status quo.
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