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Investigation of the value of Sacred place on natural disasters and restoration

Fujita, Naoko

2,900,000

In this study, we describe the effects of the location and design of sacred
places, such as shrines, with consideration of security against natural disasters, and the
ecological and biocultural characteristics of the selected site. Shrine forests are protected and
managed in near-natural conditions for purposes of religious worship, and many are located in
ecologically rich areas. These forests thus provide ecological benefits, such as the maintenance of
water and air quality, providing habitats for wildlife, and functioning as refugia for native

lants.
ﬁany shrine forests are located in areas considered safe from the effects of natural disasters, and
laced under legislative protection by being designated as national or regional monuments of
istorical value. Shrines have a scattered distribution across the landscape, but are typically
associated with specific geographical features such as small hills, springs, streams, and rivers,
which are themselves objects of nature worship.
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