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Recent Trends of the Central-local Relations in Sport Policy in Japan
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This study examines recent trends of the central-local relations in sport
policy under decentralization.

The study finds that since 2000, there has been a reduction in the number of duplicate roles in
the national and local governments and that the tendency among local authorities to implement the
national government’ s policies through financial incentives such as subsidies has weakened. The
study therefore concludes that the degree of separation between the national government and local
governments in sport policy has increased.

In addition, the study finds that prefectures have undertaken various independent actions. It was
clarified that the prefectures have substantial discretion and that the national government exerts
very little control on their authority and finances. In this vein, the study concludes that
im?[oving the prefectures’ policy-making capacities is important in further developing sport
policy.
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