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Indonesia is currently looking at a world-high number of stateless children,
with some 24 million children without birth registration as of 2013, although the exact numbers
remain unclear. This research considers the citizenship of “ stateless child” of women’ s migrant
domestic workers’ based on fieldwork in Cianjur, West Java, and shows local concerns and
experiences about the global phenomenon of stateless children. Main research findings are, 1) there
are gender gaps in biological child registration. Girls are not registered as a biological child
rather than their brothers. 2) Contempt for these children is consecutive stigmatization against
poor female migrant domestic workers, husbands of domestic workers, and children called “ anak
haram.” In response to these stigmas, many migrant women choose to make their children socially
invisible through birth registration falsifying their hereditary status.
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