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Desire to have children in French ART regulation
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In developing regulations for assisted reproduction techniques, the desire to
have children has been emphasized as an important condition for undergoing the process. This condition
was outlined in the 1998 draft of France’ s bioethics law regarding assisted reproductive medicine.
However the law, which was only intended to apply to heterosexual couples who desired to have children,
was changed in a 2011 revision. Lawmakers were becoming aware that an increasing number of people,
including same-sex couples and single persons, also had the desire to have children. Deciding that it was
too difficult to accommodate the desires of so many non-traditional candidates, lawmakers chan?ed
assisted reproductive techniques from a response to a desire to a medical treatment for medica
infertility. In this way, the desire to have children ceased to be relevant for undergoing the assisted
reproduction process, thus preventing non-traditional couples from using such techniques.
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