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This research project has focused on the representation of fashion, dress,
and interior decoration in the texts of Oscar Wilde and a related female writer in Victorian England
in an attempt to su?gest new readings of and value in their texts. The project first examined two
of Wilde’ s texts, clarifying how one delineates Aestheticism and the Aesthetic Movement, while the

other text favourably Bortrays a woman who takes the initiative and acts - something that was
thought to be undesirable for women in the Victorian period, particularly in romance and courtship.
The project also deals with a text by a female writer, to whom little attention has previously been
paid. In the course of trying to identify this writer, and through the examination of her text, her
importance as a “ female aesthete” has become clearer.
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