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I examined the distribution of pseudogapping and VP-ellipsis in the history
of English, i.e. from Old English to Present-day English, based on electronic corpora. The result
shows that these elliptical constructions occur after pre-modals in Old English and Middle English.

It is pointed out that the general assumption that pre-modals are not auxiliaries but lexical verbs
is not compatible with the theoretical assumption that auxiliaries are responsible for the
licensing of pseudogapping and VPE. This leads us to conclude that the pre-modals were already
established as auxiliaries. Furthermore, this conclusion amounts to claim that English modals did
not undergo the grammaticalization from lexical verbs to auxiliary verbs, whereas it has been widely
assumed.

PF )



16

Doron (1990) Goldberg (2005)

(Levin 1980)
Levin (1980)
do
do

The York-Toronto-Helsinki
Parsed Corpus of Old English Prose(

) The Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of
Middle English, 2nd edition( ) The
Penn-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Early
Modern English( ) The Penn
Parsed Corpus of Modern British English(

)

17

[y
o~ MO

0
Hoeksema (2006)

(2006)
ov

(14.71)

26
3

(14.96)
(3.16)

Pintzuk and Taylor
VO



VO - VO
o = oV
o = [tV]0 ( )
VO - VO
VO - opve] ( )
o = oV
o = [tV]0 ( )
VO - VO
VO - opve] ( )
o = oV
Hoeksema

Chomsky (2013) Labeling Algorithm

VO
2 (S0)
SO = {DPg,, VPIT}
SOZ = {DPOBJ[FOC]7 VP[FOC]}

So? DP WP
v
Focus S0?
FocusP
oV
2
Focus
S0' = {DPg,, WP}
S0? = {DPgg,;, WP}
So? DPgg,
v
S0? v
v w
oV
v
v  Focus
VO
2

Izvorski (1995) of
(xmany) wh
Le V L V Lo X many [ ¢ NP]]]
Lv L v Lip V Loee X many €711 [ ¢ NPT]
Loege X many €71...0s [e v [w V £°] ...]

(x many)
PP DegP PP

DeP  wh CP

16

Rouveret (2012)

Rouveret
v Infl
. Infl ... »#TNS ... Root ... VPE
. InfI+TNS ... v ... Root ... VPE
\Y;
Infl
Rouveret

\% Infl

\Y

Rouveret

)



)
) v

Rouveret
Y

Infl \%

%
Gergel (2005) Merchant (2008)

(fel ) vP

Foc vP

[rocr Remn Foc[E] fovHe V€]

Le L L» vMOD [ V 7] ADV ] Remn]

VP
vP

" [ror REMn Foc[E] fotrvhV—EHAD]

Merchant

(2008)
\

[rocr Remn Foc[E] fvEveieel+~VH]

Tanaka (2011)

VP VP

VP

have

have

have

have
have
%
have V \%
(the rich, the poor
the poor’ s
D
poor
(2016)



(2015)
shall/can 2014
Proceedings

(2014
JELS 32

Yamamura, Shuto (2014) “ Reconsidering
the Development of English Modals: With
Special Reference to VP-ellipsis,”

(2016)

(2015)

Yamamura, Shuto (2015) “An Emergence of

a Novel Structure of ‘The + Adjective

Constructions in English,” 22nd

International Conference on Historical

Linguistics, 2015/7/27-31, Naple (Italy).
(2014) :

shall/can

(2014)  SYMPOSIA:

(2016)

(2016)

o
YAMAMURA, Shuto

30706940




