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The Characteristics and Distribution of Modality Expressions: in view of the roles
of Functional Categories and Complementizers
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This research aims to derive the source of the interpretations of modal

expressions and functional categories within the CP domain from modal base and relevant syntactic

henomena.

Eocused on matrix verbs which requires modality expressions of a particular type in embedded clauses, it
clarifies the syntactic relationship between the matrix verbs and Force head, on which it claims the
value of modal base appears. Then, it suggests Force head is connected with matrix verbs syntactically,
providing the bridge between them and modal base through it. This makes the head of Force indispensable
so that modal expressions are given interpretation, because the value of modal base semantically
determines the interpretations of these expressions under its scope. Thus, when ForceP is unprojected or
occupied by other items, it follows that modality interpretations cannot be obtained, because the matrix
verbs can select only subordinate clauses with ForceP projected and its head unoccupied.

modal base CP
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b. The police told reporters that the
victim must have known the killer.
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