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A Descriptive Study of Shaoyang County Xiang Dialects in China

WANG, ZHENYU
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The purpose of this study is to survey and describe the dialects of Shaoyang
County, which belong to the Chinese Xiang dialects. These dialects retain many ancient characteristics
already lost bz other Chinese dialects including the voiced consonants. First, | went to Shaoyang County
and recorded the phonological system, vocabulary and grammar of each investigation spot using a
questionnaire. Next, | built a database of the dialects. Finally, based on my analysis on the variation
between spots, | have published four articles and made five presentations at conferences. The research
filled in many blanks in the current knowledge of Xiang dialects and resulted in the accumulation of a
significant dialect data on the study of Chinese dialects.
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