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Syntactic and semantic changes in _the history of English with verbs derived from
nouns expressing status, occupation or role
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On the basis of illustrative quotations in the OED Online, this project
conducted a comprehensive investigation into changes in the use of verbs converted from human nouns
(e.g- captain, knight, orphan, referee) in the history of English and revealed part of the
diachronic correlation between verb meaning and syntactic use. Over three years the work showed,
among other findings, that each of the syntactic features of these verbs in Present-day English
becomes conspicuous from the sixteenth century, which coincides with the start of the period when it

becomes difficult to predict the meaning and syntactic use of the converted verb only by the
meaning of its parent noun. The project expanded the previous discussion of the verbs in question
from the perspective of historical syntax and semantics.
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orphan verbs: apprentice, canonize,
cripple, cuckold, knight, martyr,
orphan, outlaw, pauper, recruit,
widow

captain verbs: boss, bully, butcher,
butler, caddy, captain, champion,

chaperone, chauffeur, clerk,
coach, cox, crew, doctor, emcee,
escort, guard, host, model,
mother, nurse, partner, pilot,
pioneer, police, referee,

shepherd, skipper, sponsor, star,
tailor, tutor, umpire, understudy,
usher, valet, volunteer, witness

canonize
make
knight * make (someone) a
The soldier was knighted

orphan verbs

knight’
by the king.
captain verbs
act tutor
‘ act as a tutor for/toward’
Miriam
tutored her brother.
Her cousin clerked for Judge Davis.

orphan verbs
Levin

captain verbs

OED (Oxford
English Dictionary)

nurse
understudy
volunteer volunteering
orphan verbs  captain verbs

coach, guard, model, star
coach* toconvey in,

seat in, provide with, a coach’
orphan verbs

recruit ‘ to provide someone with a
recruit’ orphan verb captain
verb

orphan verbs  captain verbs

Clark & Clark (1979:
775) orphanverbs

captainverbs
fool

Nick fooled
Nora. [orphan] vs. Nick fooled around with

Asta. [captain] Bladin (1911: 116-17)
fool OED
orphan verbs  captain verbs
orphanverbs
orphan verbs  captain verbs
orphan

verbs captain verbs

fool

orphan verb  captain verb

orphan verbs captain verbs
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orphan verbs

14
orphan verbs

17
18
orphan
OE 1
12C 2
13C 3
14C -
15C 2
16C 22
17C 34
18C 11
19C 24
20C 4
Total 103

1 orphan verbs

2 orphan verb

captain verb

aker Pro

OE 20
captain verbs
captain verbs

16
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OED

captain

10
7
59
99
59
144
106
488

captain verbs

captain verb

oc verbs

otoc
captain verb

orphan verb

ctoo o=c  orphanverb
captain verb
otoc ctoo
otoc ctoo o=c Total
14C - 1 1
15C 2 3 5
16C 11 11 22
17C 11 14 1 26
18C 3 3 6
19C 13 10 23
20C 4 5 9
Total 44 47 1 92
2 oc verbs

3 20

orphan verb

captain verb

oc verb

orphan verbs 14
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captain verbs

orphan
OE 0 (0/3)
12C 33.3 (1/3)
13C 40.0 (4/10)
14C 75.0 (9/12)
15C 72.2 (13/18)
16C 68.3 (43/63)
17C 66.4 (75/113)
18C 66.7 (44/66)
19C 69.2 (83/120)
20C 70.0 (49/70)
3 orphan verbs

4
orphan verb

14 15

captain verbs

3
verbs
orphan
OE 66.7 (2/3)
12C 0 (0/2)

13C 28.6 (2/7)
14C 83.3 (5/6)
15C 60.0 (3/5)
16C 56.8 (25/44)
17C 55.6 (35/63)
18C 50.0 (9/18)
19C 44.4 (16/36)
20C 27.3 (3/11)
Total  51.3 (100/195)
4 orphan verbs

Levin (1993)
captain verbs
it

boss
master’ 16

20

16

captain

0 (0/1)

100 (1/1)

0 (0/5)

5.0 (1/20)

8.0 (2/25)
21.1 (24/114)
32.6 (71/218)
28.6 (54/189)
34.2 (130/380)
31.7 (113/357)

captain verbs

captain verb

orphan verbs
19

4 orphan
14

captain

100 (1/1)

20 (1/5)

0 (0/16)

0 (0/20)

10.6 (9/85)
19.0 (23/121)
15.2 (10/66)
16.9 (27/160)
13.2 (15/114)
14.8 (86/580)

captain verbs

it ' act as a

orphanverbs



16 away
captain verbs

out, up

orphan
verbs 17

Clark & Clark (1979)

(1) orphan verbs

1
Clark & Clark (1979)
knight, martyr, thrall
coward
coward Thy tarying

thy folk cowardith! [¢1300 K. Alis. 3344]
14
orphan verb

16

liege, prentice
beggar, concubine

Balaam rabbi,
sir Clark & Clark
17 orphan verbs 16
hostage, publican
banneret, deputy cousin,
madam hero,
stranger Phillis,
Portuguese Clark & Clark
18
scoundrel
countess mama
orphan verb
baby grizel
nun

Clark & Clark

19
darling, old boy
Clark & Clark
country cousin,
goblin
20 orphan verbs

scapegoat,

white-slave orphan

verbs

(2) captain verbs
captain verbs
Clark & Clark

cook,
orphanverbs
enemy, heir

pastor

orphan verbs

lecher, shrew
orphan verbs captain verbs 16
butcher, pilot

burglary, pilgrim
atlas, Pharisee

Clark & Clark
lob, maiden
orphan verbs

devil, lackey, vagabond
orphanverb
captain verb

17 16
barber, lawyer
mutineer, scavenger

carl, gipsy, handmaid, virgin
captain verb orphan verb
attorney, Greek

17 captain
verb
orphanverbs
captain
verbs Don Quixote, hector, Lucian
Clark & Clark
18 17
butler, jockey
bully, sycophant
fussock, slattern
prime minister,
squiress orphan verb
heroine, proxy
19

architect, headmaster
hooligan, toady

Jonah, Munchausen

connoisseur, mummer
emperor, sultan
chairman, vert
orphan verbs



20 editor,
secretary
nosy parker, scrutineer

samson, Sherlock
ancestor, cobber
(3) oc verbs

O O Clark & Clark
orphan verbs  captain verbs

14
14 orphan verb
oc verbs

captain verb
20

14 ocverb captainverb
14 orphan verb
cripple Levin (1993)
orphan verb
15 orphan verb 2
fellow, saint captain verb

fellow ocverb

saint

orphan verb  captain verb

captain verb 15

orphan verb fere lord
fere fellow lord
saint
16 oc verbs

orphan verb  captain verb

15 fellow
lord oc verbs
friar, king, neighbour
orphan verb  captain verb

boy, brother,

slave
17 oc verb
oc verbs buffoon,
companion, servant
duke, prince, sister
orphanverb  captain
verb
apostate, bankrupt,
rogue Clark
& Clark  orphan verb captain verb
oc verb traitor,
widow

18 ocverbs
oc verb
esquire, queen

captainverb

orphan verb
blackguard, sloven

19 oc verbs
oc verbs
oc
verb Levin (1993) orphan
verbs outlaw
orphanverb 19
captain verb oc verb
20 oc verbs
orphan verb  captain verb

20
Clark & Clark

orphan verb  captain verb
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16
orphanverbs captain
verbs oc verbs

captainverbs it
orphanverbs
orphan
verb  captain verb
orphan verb
16 Clark &

Clark

orphan verbs  captain verbs

16
orphan verb
captain verb oc verb
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transitivity
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