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This research project focused on the history of esoteric Buddhist and Shinto
interactions in medieval Japan from the viewpoint of dragon cults. During the medieval period, kami
cults combined with esoteric Buddhist thought in various ways, which resulted in the formation of a
number of medieval Shinto lineages. However, there are still many unsolved issues regarding the

historical processes behind the establishment of medieval Shinto. The current scholarlz consensus is
that medieval Shinto first emerged in the area around the Ise shrines and then from there spread to
other places such as Mount Muro and Mount Miwa. The present research, however, started out from the
observation that medieval Shinto is largely founded on dragon beliefs and therefore reconsidered a
number of medieval Shinto issues from the perspective of Daigoji®s dragon cult. As a result, it was
clarified that Daigoji"s esotericism had an important influence on the development of medieval
Shinto.
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