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This study analyzes the impact of fief change on the Han based on the Naito
clan’ s transfer from lwakitaira to Nobeoka in 1747. Since their domain had been changed to distant
Kyushu, the Naito clan maintained a new rice warehouse in Osaka, not only for economic reasons, but
also for the stable movement of people and information between Edo and Nobeoka. Vassals in Osaka
were recruited from among those who had been sent there to take care of vassals moving to Nobeoka
with the fief change. The Naito clan was not well connected with the feudal lords in Kyushu, but had

taken over the method of communication from a former lord and were soon able to exchange letters
with neighboring lords. The letters would then be exchanged in Osaka. For the Naito clan, having a
base in Osaka was important for reasons other than economic.
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