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Transforming suburban spaces and reconstructing gender roles through community
participation

Sekimura, Orie
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This study elucidates the transformation of suburban spaces developed during
Japan’ s rapid economic growth period from the gender perspective, focusing on the residents of
such spaces who are actively involved in their local communities. The Japanese urban spatial
structure has been characterized by a clear division of gender roles wherein men work salaried jobs
in the city center while women en?age in household works and child care in the suburbs. However,
these suburban spaces are currently undergoing a transformation after their development. With these
spaces currently facing stagnation in population growth and an aging population, the traditional
gender roles supported by the nuclear family of the Japanese postwar era are now coming to an end.
In this study, the author examines such processes of transformation in suburban spaces from the
gender perspective, especially focusing on the daily practices of local residents to reconstruct
gender roles.
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