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The purpose of this study is to inquire whether Japanese constitution can
accept a distinction between law and conventions of the constitution, namely, constitutional
pluralism of law and conventions.

First, this study showed the issues including nihilism which opponents of the pluralism would have
to confront, by analysing the nature of political constitutionalism articulated by J. A. G.
Griffith. Second, this study showed the reason why law of the constitution should be severely
separated from conventions of the constitution, by exploring J. Goldsworthy’ s constitutional
theory. The rationales behind the legal positivism which Goldsworthy are committed to seemed to
suggest the reason.Thirdly, this study showed some problems which the pluralism would be compelled
to resolve, by scrutinising constitutional monism, which gives priority to law of the constitution,

and engaging in dialogue with it.
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