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Party System Polarization and Electoral Participation
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Comparative Study of Electoral Systems

This study examines whether voters who see larger ideological differences
between the parties are more likely to participate in elections. This hypothesis is implied by
Anthony Downs’ s classical rational voter theory. To test this hypothesis, recent surveys of
Japanese voters and large-scale international comparative surveys (Comparative Study of Electoral
Systems) are utilized. A new index is proposed to measure voters’ subjective degree of party system

polarization and used as a key independent variable. The results suggest that the Downs
hypothesis is valid in Japan and many other democracies.
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2012

1990

PPI 0.081 0.008

0.027 0.001

0.030 0.035

0.153 0.013

0.145 0.014

-0.077 0.017

0.336 0.050

FH 0.134 0.464

1 GDP 0.000 0.000

0.110 0.339

-1.002 0.425

-0.760 0.503

0.872 0.517

-0.446 0.490

-0.014 0.371

-0.071 0.060

-0.129 0.108

PI -0.238 0.175

0.563 2.056

Level2 0.361 0.099
Level2 N 29
Levell N 30,614
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+ p<.10, *** p<.001
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