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Focusing on the political events triggered by a sequence of inmate injuries and
fatalities in Nagoya Prison which culminated in the 2005/6 reform of the 1908 Prison Law, 1 showed that
while many of the successes of JaEanese prison management are the result of the hi?h degree of discretion
given to individual guards, this kind of discretion can easily become systematically abused. Furthermore,
I showed the capability of the Japanese legislature to hold the bureaucracy to account when called to do
so. Specifically, 1 demonstrated how the Nagoya Prison abuses were noticed and responded to by the
legislature following a tenacious campaign by prisoners® rights activists and their allies in the
opposition parties. The politicians both responded to external inputs and realised their dominance in the
political decision-making. This observation is important given the ongoing debates about who governs
Japan, in which the bureaucracy was long seen as the predominant force.




2005 2 15 0| 1] 15
2006 4 25 1|0 | 18
2007 4 12 0|1 ]| 21
2008 0 7 110 |25
2009 0 7 0| 0 | 15

Figure 1. Incidents in Japanese Prisons
Source: MOJ pamphlet, Penal Institutions

in Japan, 2011

23

17/18

13

41



2010
2012
1986
1986
72
1908 100
1970
3
23
99%
1908




300

2000

Prison Law
Reform in Japan: How the Bureaucracy
was Held to Account Over the Nagoya
Prison Scandal The Asia-Pacific
Journal Vol. 14, Issue 5, No.
5, March 1, 2016 1 29
http://apjjf.org/2016/05/Croydon.ht
ml

The Politics of
Police Detention in Japan:
Facilitating Interrogations Invited
lecture Department of East Asian
Studies Princeton University
Princeton U.S.A. October 2014

Rights
Trade-off Resolution within the
Japanese Prison System 23rd World

Congress of Political Science (IPSA)

o

@

®

Montréal  Québec Canada July 2014
The
Rights’ Price for Order: The Treatment
of Prisoners 1in Japan Annual
conference of Asian Studies on the
Pacific Coast (ASPAC) Western
Washington University  Bellingham

WA U.S.A. July 2014

Clarendon Studies in
Criminology  The Politics of Police
Detention in Japan: Consensus of
Convenience New York: NY, 2016 211
https://global .oup.com/academic/pro
duct/the-politics-of-police-detenti
on-in-japan-9780198758341?cc=gh&lan
g=en&

CROYDON, Silvia



