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Development of the environmental valuation method using best-worst scaling and its
application to the valuation of ecosystem
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In this study, willingness to pay (WTP) of the general public for the marine
ecosystem conservation was estimated by using best-worst scaling (BWS). Our results show people evaluate
the conservation of the endangered species higher than increasing catch or recreation sites. The
estimation results of the latent class model using the EM algorithm show the preference for increasing
recreation sites is_more heterogeneous among people than that for the conservation of the endangered
species and increasing catch. In addition, 1t becomes clear that BWS is useful method to estimate WTP
compared to other stated preference method including choice experiment and contingent ranking.
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