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Mid- and long-term effects of young children®s bias on intention judgment
development

Sato, Tomomi
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Young children have a tendency to gudge others’ intention positively,
called positivity bias. To reveal an adaptive role of the bias in sociality development, we
conducted a longitudinal study on the relationship between strength of positivity bias at three- to
four-year-olds and one-year-later social skills. Children, who had judged an agent as “ unintended”
even if the agent had clearly wished to disturb a patient, was less likely to show aggressive
behavior one year later. The results suggested that positivity bias plays an important role in
social development, especially inhibiting aggressive behavior, which challenges a prevailing
negative view on bias.
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