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Compulsory school attendance and parents support in Germany: Legal theory and
empitical research
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Compulsory education does not mean compulsory school attendance by
definition. In many countries of the world, parents can opt home education. In Germany, home
education is illegal like in Japan. However, parents have various choices in school selection. Early

entrance is also possible, and parents are advised by teachers and doctors. In Japan, parents have
only limited options and over 120,000 elementary and junior high school students are absent from
school for long periods. Diversity of schools serves as a basis for parent support.
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