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This study aims to develop the social studies curriculum for Environmental

Literacy. When teachers teach Environmental Literacy in Japanese social studies, it is important to
teach citizenship by focusing on regulative and symbiotic relationships between human society and
physical environment. Concretely, the study suggests that the social studies curriculum should
include three main environmental concepts in elementary and secondary levels: cycles and benefits,

carrying capacity and heavy intervention by human society, and regulation and symbiosis. In
addition, it also suggests that students should analyze the relationships between human society and
physical environment structurally, and learn social structure to solve the environmental issues in

the curriculum.
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