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Significance and issues of coeducational home economics from the viewpoint of
the structure of relevance for home economics education
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The aim of this study is to examine significance and challenges of
coeducational Home Economics by clarifying the structure and factors of "learning relevance
(students” sense of the meaning and significance of learning)" with respect to Home Economics.
Semi-structured interviews and a questionnaire were conducted with university students who had
received coed Home Economics education in Japan. About 85% of the students reported that they "
agreed” or "agreed somewhat"™ that they liked and were interested in Home Economics, while about 97%
of the students reported that they "agreed™ or "agreed somewhat™ that Home Economics will prove
useful. Students® gender, departments in the university and learning experience of home economics
differs very much with respect to content. Moreover, the students® gender bias were strong and they

believed that Home Economics was important for acquiring the knowledge and skills needed to live on
one"s own but not for living together with others.
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