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Identification and characterization of novel neural crest genes involved in tumor
progression

SATOW, Reiko
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To identify genes involved in tumor progression among genes essential for neural
crest development, we performed siRNA-mediated screening. We showed that one of the identified genes is
highly expressed in human melanoma tissues compared with benign nevi and enhances melanoma growth,
survival, metastasis, and drug resistance. The identified gene contributed to melanoma drug resistance by
enhancing FAK and Stat3 phosphorylation. These data indicated that the identified gene as novel molecular
target of melanoma.
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