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Elucidation of heterogeneity in tumor endothelial cell in oral cancer and
application for new antiangiogenic drug
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In addition, we have reported that tumor endothelial cells (TECs) differ

from normal endothelial cells (NECS) in many aspects, such as gene expression profiles. For example,
CXCR7 1is reportedly highly expressed in TECs of several tumors, such as renal carcinomas and colon
cancers. However the expression of CXCR7 in oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) has not been
reported. In this study, we examined the relationship between CXCR7 expression in TECs and
clinicopathological factors in OSCCs.CXCR7 expression in blood vessels was 42% and 19% in tumor
tissue and in normal tissue, respectively, suggesting that CXCR7 exEression is higher in TEC than in
NEC in OSCC. The expression of CXCR7 in TEC were correlated with the T pathological stage (P=0.04).
These results suggested that CXCR7 expression may be useful as a prognostic marker of 0SCCs.
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