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Empirical Analysis of overgrazing in Kazakhstan
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In Kazakhstan, due to rapid economic growth, the income gap between urban and
rural areas has been expanding. Livestock farmers are in a situation that they can not put their
livestock out to far grassland because of the high cost. Investigating the state of land degradation
spatially, we found that particularly in the common land around the village grazing pressure is
increasing.

Furthermo%e farmers® asset conditions and knowledge about positions of their own farmland and grazing
rule has a great influence on the grazing behavior of farmers. After the political system transition,
Kazakhstan government delivered the right to use of agricultural land to the farmers. However, we
clarified that by ambiguity and insufficient knowledge of the farmers of the right, they can"t use their
own land efficiently.
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