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With the aim of contributing to the establishment of smooth medical
communication and appropriate examination, this research was carried out with the objective of
revealing the structure of risk perception regarding medical practices in the general public
(non-medical personnel) and professionals (medical personnel), investigating the relationship
between risk perception and personal acceptance of medical practices, and revealing differences in
the assumed risks from medical practices. From this series of studies, it was demonstrated that,
between the general public, professionals, and multidisciplinary medical personnel, there were
differences 1n the structure of risk perception and the robustness of that structure, that there was

a relationship between risk perception and personal acceptance of medical practices, but that
factors and aspects with significant connections differed, and that there were distinctions in the
risk assumed to occur accompanying medical practices.
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Table 1

Sudents
Dimensions Factor 1 Factor 2
Dread (o= 0.906)
Lack of scientific basis (2.70+1.30) 0.956 -0.135
Dread (3.87+1.88) 0.941 0.089
Fatal (4.25+1.76) 0.836  -0.030
Lack of independence (o= 0.629)
Lack of personal knowledge (5.72+1.46) -0.165 0.946
Involuntary (4.62+1.93) 0.191 0.615
Immediate (3.81£1.75) 0.323 0.486
Lack of control possibility (5.61£1.51) -0.149 0.389
Factor intercorrelations 0.162

Note. "New"(4.15£1.47) and "Future impact"(4.69+1.83) were excluded. Factor
1 =Dread and Factor 2 = Lack of independence. Higer | factor loadings |
between the factors are in bold type.

Nurses
Dimensions Factor 1  Factor 2
Unknown (o= 0.848)
Lack of personal knowledge (3.74+1.46) 1.137 -0.342
lack of scientific basis (2.69+1.30) 0.795 0.068
New (3.84+1.47) 0.730 0.085
Lack of control possibility (4.79+1.51) 0.572 0.338
Dread (o= 0.862)
Fatal (4.60+1.76) -0.153 1.079
Dread (4.12£1.88) 0.202 0.879
Future impact (4.76+1.83) 0.283 0.652
Involuntary (4.25+1.93) 0.036 0571
Immediate (3.39+1.75) 017 0485
Factor intercorrelations 0.520

Note. The values besided each dimension are the means and standard deviations
of the seventeen medical practices. Factor 1 = Unknown and Factor 2 = Dread.
Higer | factor loadings | between the factors are in bold type.

Students
—0.470 - -0.136 (P = 0.000 - 0.037)
(all medical practices)
Dread
Per sonal R?=0.033- 0.209
acceptance (P=0.000-0.013)

~0.190- —0.157 (P = 0.003 - 0.015)
(only gastric camera, barium examination,
blood test, MRI and protective vaccination)

Note. Between Dread and Lack of independence; 0.113 - 0.327 (P = 0.000 - 0.044)
(only gastric camera, steroid drug, antibiotic drug, blood transfusion, cataract
surgery, laparoscopic surgery, AED, oxygen inhalation through a mask and
tracheostomy and ventilator) —0.117 (P = 0.039)(only X-ray test showed negative
correlation)

Nurses —0.269 - —0.108 (P = 0.000 - 0.026)
(except barium examination, AED and
tracheostomy and ventilator)

Personal R?=0.012-0.145
acceptance (P =0.000-0.032)

Dread
—0.328--0.103 (P = 0.000 - 0.041)
(except |apar oscopic surgery)
Note. Between Unknown and Dread; 0.085 - —-0.221 (P = 0.000 - 0.046)
(only protective vaccination, blood test, barium examination, X-ray test, cataract
surgery, lasik eye surgery, AED, oxygen inhalation through a mask and
tracheostomy and ventilator)

Figure 1

—
1\
—

(Fatal)”

”

1 p
Future impact

Table 2
Lay people
Dimensions Factor 1 Factor 2
Factor 1 (a=.547)
Future impact (4.50+1.03) 0.667  -0.163
Fatal (3.96+1.03) 0.586 0.168
Delayed (3.97+0.90) 0.367 -0.047
New (3.77+0.87) 0.342  0.053
Factor 2 (o= .450)
Lack of scientific basis (3.22+1.34) -0.095 0.526
Control possibility (2.93+1.35) -0.023  0.508
Dread (3.57+1.02) 0.201  0.386
Factor intercorrelations 0.061
Doctors
Dimensions Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
Factor 1 (a=.610)
Involuntary (3.65+1.24) 0.606 -0.017 -0.193
Lack of personal knowledge (2.71£1.24) 0.593 0.048  0.002
Dread (2.74+1.07) 0548  0.070 0.183
Lack of scientific basis (2.43+1.33) 0379  -0.056  0.060
Factor 2 (a=—)
Control possibility (3.151.50) -0.017 -1.001 -0.008
Factor 3 (0=.572)
Future impact (3.98+1.03) -0.128 0.097 0.752
Fatal (3.48+1.06) 0.142  -0.164 0544
Factor intercorrelations Factor 1 0.036 0.454
Factor 2 0.106
Nurses
Dimensions Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
Factor 1 (0=.654)
Fatal (4.09+1.16) 0.734  -0.069 0.075
Future impact (4.62+1.03) 0.698 0.123  -0.136
Factor 2 (o=—)
Control possibility (2.98+1.33) -0.037 -0.999 -0.022
Factor 3 (o= .422)
Involuntary (4.07+1.16) -0.228 0.104 0.500
Lack of science basis (2.75+1.35) 0.074 -0.045 0.464
Dread (3.66+1.14) 0.297 -0.02 0.404
Factor intercorrelations Factor 1 -0.035 0.226
Factor 2 0.053
Phamacists
Dimensions Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3
Factor 1 (o= .438)
Future impact (4.52+0.84) 0.742  0.020 0.134
Fatal (3.98+0.98) 0.409 0.009 -0.149
Factor 2 (o= .466)
Lack of scientific basis (2.94£1.48) 0.059 0.713  -0.058
Lack of personal knowledge (3.42+1.15) -0.033 0433  0.038
Factor 3 (0=.342)
Control possibility (3.011.34) -0.192 0.109 0.447
New (3.58+1.02) 0.008  -0.007 0.384
Delayed (3.73+0.79) 0.094  -0.096 0.367
Factor intercorrelations Factor 1 -0.115 0.029
Factor 2 0.010

Note. The values besided each dimension are the means and standard deviations of
the seventeen medical practices. Higer | factor loadings | between the factors are
in bold type.

Table 3

Lay people

Vi P
Dread -0.162 0.034
New -0.171 0.024
Doctors

B p
Dread -0.326 0.000
Lack of personal knowledge -0.248 0.002
Phamacists

B p
Lack of scientific basis -0.184 0.009
Dread -0.316 0.000
Control possibility -0.239 0.001

Note. Nurses' result was omitted because of non
significant.
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