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Invest}gation of influences of long-term interaction with animal type robot by
using fVRI
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This research aimed to investigate influences of long-term interaction with
seal robot, PARO by using fMRI. Elderly people and twenties students participated and used PARO at
their home for one month. They watched the video of PARO in fMRI. Their brain activities were
measured before and after using PARO; and then, we obtained valid data from 6 elderly people and 11
students. As the results of analysis, some brain areas of elderly people were more activated after
using PARO. On the other hand, no brain areas were activated more in case of students. Therefore, it

seems that PARO has stronger influences on elderly people than young people.
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