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Our present study revealed that, at least in part, intracellular
accumulation of MTX in alveolar epithelial cells via organic anion transporting polypeptide 4C1
(OATP4C1) resulted in the induction of pulmonary fibrosis in OATP4C1 knockdown mice. Additionally,
we found that changing from alveolar cells to myofibroblast through EMT also resulted in the
induction of pulmonary fibrosis. Thus, our results suggest that both EMT and OATP4C1 are important
determinants for causing MTX-induced pulmonary fibrosis.
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