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Emotional contextual modulation in aesthetic judgment and its neural correlates
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We aim to address the basic question of how aesthetic judgments are influenced by
social contexts, and specifically by emotional modulations. The latter is a phenomenon studied in group
psychology, wherein an observer changes his or her evaluation in light of emotion depicted in a scene or
in others; it is known to occur in a range of decision-making processes, including aesthetic judgments.
Usin? neuroimaging techniques, we want to identify the brain mechanisms through which the emotional
modulation effect influences aesthetic evaluation, using functional magnetic resonance imaging. Firstly,
we studied how the brain responded to aesthetic and emotional judgment to find basic brain systems for
each of judgments. Secondly, we studied the brain regions whose activity correlated to contextual
modulation by emotion in aesthetic judgment.
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