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In this study we linked together four databases re?arding perinatology: the
Perinatal Committee Database of the Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology; the Neonatal
Research Network Japan Database; the vital statistics birth certificate database; the vital
statistics death certificate database (for deaths under age 1). Linkage was conducted using 14
variables that the databases had in common, and using a probabilistic linkage method that takes into
account possibilities of missing and mistyped data.
In this study we were able to confirm that data linkage is possible, and used this linked data to
answer a series of research questions including the representativeness of the clinical registry
participants, and the association between social and maternal characteristics with long-term
outcomes of the offspring.
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