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Ethical issues of returning participants® individual genomic data in medical
research
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The goal of this study project was to suggest an appropriate model for offering
individual genomic results or incidental/secondary findings to research participants in genomic research
including whole genome sequencing (WGS). To achieve this goal, literature research and case analysis of
national and international genomic research or biobanks were conducted. As a result, currently

researchers do not have an active duty to offer individual genomic results unless informed consent
documents indicated it would be offered, because it is difficult to confirm analytical validity, evaluate

clinical utility, and make genetic counseling and adequate follow-up care available in the research
context. However, researchers should be responsible for continuing to discuss the best way for not only
research participants but also their families as genome sequencing technology is advanced more.
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