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The aim of this study is to consider how the linguistic expression, though
unacceptable as a simple sentence, can be judged as acceptable in a larger discourse context. Through
this two-year project, I have done two case studies: the passivization of reflexive expressions with
body-part nouns and the object omission in the resultative construction. The conclusion is that, with the
aid of discourse context, the event denoted by the verb and its participants receives an interpretation
appropriate for the relevant phenomena (an appropriate event construal). Our study provides evidence for
the constructionism, the idea that grammatical structure and contextual information as well as individual
words contribute to the interpretation of a sentence.



(1a)
whisper

Bresnan and
Nikitina (2009) (1b)

(1) a. * John whispered Bill the news.
(Pinker 1989:112)
b. I still can’t forget their mockery and
laughter when they heard my question.
Finally a kind few (three to be exact)
came forward and whispered me the
answer. (Bresnan and Nikitina 2009:165)

(1a)

(1b)

wink one's eye

2

British
National Corpus (BNC) 3)

(2) a. * Her eye was winked (by Linda).
(Levin 1993)
b. * A toe was stubbed by Philip.
(Massam 1990)
(3)a. Heads were nodded in sympathy. (BNC)
b. Arms were waved, people were pushed,
blows were very nearly struck. There was
a babble of languages and much pointing
of fingers. (BNC)

(@) a. *

5)a.

wipe NP
clean (6)
NP
(6)a. * John wiped O clean in the room.
b. * He coughed O sick. (Goldberg 1995)

(7a) (7b)
(7) a. (At the cleaning time) You sweep O
clean, and I wipe @ clean. Okay?
b. Nothing is foreign to them that
involves dealing blows, knocking ©

senseless, striking with quick jabs...
2

(@)

(i)

(iii)

Rizzi (1997)

Ruppenhofer and Michaelis (2010)
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British  National Corpus, Corpus of
Contemporary American English, Time

magazine corpus of American English,
NINJAL-LWB for BCCWI]

web
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2014

(bound variable)

)
(8) her

Linda
®) Linda winked {her/*his} eye.
(92) his  John

(9b) himself  John

(9) a. * His role was played by Ken.
b. * Himself was killed by John.

(10) a. * Her eye was winked (by Linda).
(Levin 1993)
b. * His eyebrows were raised by John.
(Reuland 2008)

(10a) by Linda

(11) a. Heads were nodded in sympathy.
b.  Sometimes shoulders were shrugged as
no deal was agreed upon...

(11)

Hopper
and Thompson (1980)

@)
(€)

(12) a. His neck was craned throughout the
lecture.
b. * His neck was being craned throughout

the lecture. (Bresnan 1982)



(12a)

(12b)

(13)

(13) At 8 o’clock, Mr. Johnson and his
pretty bride descended the steps of the
Raymond. A good-sized crowd of
youngsters had gathered around the car
by this time. All along Monroe Street
necks were craned in an effort to get a
glimpse of the pair. Mrs. Johnson was
placed in the machine ...

(13)

(presentational
sentence)

Lambrecht (1994)
(14)
by

deliberately
(14)a.  Among the guests of honor was seated

my mother (*by my friend Rose).
b. Into the room walked John

(*deliberately).
(a: Bresnan 1994, b: Nishihara 1999)
(13)
2015

He was killed by himself

The book was bought
for John by himself.
2
2015
1990
1980
Goldberg (2001, 2005)
(atemporal)
(15) a.  John is the boxer who can knock @
senseless.
b. ... let us recognize that it’s not locking
people up or shooting @ dead, ...
(15a) John
, (15b)
'shoot NP dead'
NP
(16) sweep/wipe ... clean

(16) (When cleaning a room) you sweep @



clean, and I wipe @ clean.

(17)
eat food
oneself

(17) a.  Ifyou eat @, up, I’ll drink @, up.
b. * If John eats @, sick, I should eat O,
senseless.
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