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Regional Exchanges between the Guanzhong Plain and the Shangbei Area: An
Archaeological Study in the Early Dynastic Period of China
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This study presents a comparative analysis of the Guanzhong plain, a river-valley
basin in the central part of Shaanxi province, and the Shanbei area, the northern portion of the
province, in ancient China.lt is possible to examine the degree of regional exchange between these areas
through the analysis of distribution of jade articles and bronze vessels.

The results of the study show that although there was a mutual relationship between Erlitou site and the
Shanbei area, Guanzhong plain was a comparatively isolated area in Erlitou period. From late Shang to
early Zhou dynasty,however, the Zhou clan increased their political influence over the Shanbei area.These
changes might be countermeasures of the Zhou clan against the dominance of the Shang dynasty.
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