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This project examined how the collapse of the Russian Empire affected the
identity of Russian Jews. 1 focused on liberal wing of Russian Jews, including Zionists and Liberals. The
analysis of their arguments revealed that the collapse of the Empire made them conscious of the
importance of Russia as their foundation. They considered that Jews could be most required in "backward"
Russia with their roles as Westernizers and entrepreneurs. Russian Jewish Liberals continued to dream of
the resurgence of Russia, whereas Russian Zionists began to be detached from Russia, isolating themselves

as a Jew.
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