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Focusing on the federal upper chamber, which represents the interests of
subnational units, this research project aimed at unpacking the influence of subnational politics over
the national executive—le%islative relations. Through a comparative analysis of quantitative data and
qualitative information of the upper chambers of Argentina and Brazil, two federal countries in Latin
America, | pointed out that a common feature of the two chambers is that senators who have an experience
of serving for the presidency or governorship prioritize defending their provinces" interests, and that
this argument is consistent with findings of roll-call anal¥ses. By contrast, the two chambers are
different in terms of institutional characteristics of the legislative process as well as the influence
of incumbent governors over senatorial behavior.
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