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The Effects of Social Skills in Behavioral Adjustment from Preschool through Early
school

Hosokawa, Rikuya

2,100,000

1,712

This study examined the concurrent and longitudinal relations of SES, marital
conflict, parenting practices, and child social skills and behavioral adjustment. The sample included
1,712 preschoolers aged 5 years at T1, and first-graders aged 6 years at T2, participating in the second
wave of a longitudinal study in Aichi prefecture. Parents completed a self-reporting questionnaire
regarding their SES, marital conflict, parenting practices, and child behavioral adjustment. Then, their
children” s teachers evaluated the children’ s social skills.

The path analysis results revealed that T1 family economy and parental education levels were respectively
related to T1 social skills and T2 behavioral problems, through their influence on marital conflict, and
parenting practices. Notably, after controlling for T1 behavioral problems as mediating mechanisms in the
link between family factors and behavioral adjustment, T1 social skills significantly, inversely
influenced T2 behavioral problems.
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Table2

Range M D a

Destructive marital conflict 4-20 9.88 3.01 17
Constructive marital conflict 6-30 25.16 4.14 .86



Poor monitoring/supervision 10-50 12.87 2.94 1

Inconsistent discipline 6-30 14.53 3.77 73

Corporal punishment 3-15 7.06  2.17 72

Positive parenting 6-30 2235 3.49 .76

Involvement 10-50  37.99 5.07 .75
Note: : Quality of Co-Parental Communication
Scale (QCCS) : Alabama Parenting Questionnaire
(APQ)

Table3
Range M D a

Cooperation 0-16 1097 4.13 94
Self-control 0-16 14.18 2.64 .90
Assertion 0-16 14.08 237 .84

T1 Internalizing problems 0-20 334 270 .65
T1 Externalizing problems 0-20 502 321 74
T2 Internalizing problems 0-20 3.88  3.04 71
T2 Externalizing problems 0-20 5.15 3.29 7

Note: : Social Skills Questionnaire (SSQ)
: Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ)
1: T1 2: T2

PEL —  PPP 01 03 -38
PEL — SS .08 03 285"
PEL —  T2-IP 04 02 1.69
PEL —  T2-EP -.02 02 -.67
DMC —  NPP 22 03 6.83 "
DMC —  PPP 01 03 0.30
DMC — SS -11 .03 347
DMC —  T2-IP .08 03 3.08"
DMC —  T2-EP .05 .02 225"
CMC — NPP 01 .03 0.19
CMC —  PPP 26 .03 8.16 ™"
CMC — SS .09 .03 268"
CMC —  T2-IP -.03 03 -1.09
CMC —  T2-EP -01 02 -0.54
NPP — SS -10 03 3907
NPP —  T2-IP 07 .02 330"
NPP —  T2-EP 20 02 10.08™
PPP — SS .08 .03 310
PPP —  T2-IP -.05 02 256"
PPP —  T2-EP -.10 .02 490"
SS ~  T2-IP -38 02 -18.65™
SS -~  T2-EP -45 02 22757
T1-IP ~  T2-IP 50 02 27.03™
TI-EP  —  T2-EP 39 02 21307

1

Table 4
Table4.
Construct B SE s
FI —  DMC -11 03 -3.83
FI — CMC .09 03 3.04™
FI —  NPP -11 03 382"
FI —  PPP .09 03 3.05"
FI — SS .09 03 3297
FI —  T2-IP -.08 .02 348"
FI —  T2-EP -.06 .02 265"
MEL —  DMC -.03 03 -0.90
MEL — CMC 07 03 2177
MEL —  NPP -.07 03 228"
MEL —  PPP .06 03 203"
MEL — SS .04 03 1.18
MEL —  T2-IP -.09 .02 375
MEL —  T2-EP -.05 .02 2117
PEL —  DMC -.10 .03 346"
PEL — CMC .10 .03 3317
PEL —  NPP -.06 .03 -2.08"

Note: FI; Family income, MEL: Maternal education level,
PEL: Paternal education level, DMC: Destructive marital
conflict, CMC: Constructive marital conflict, NPP: Negative
parenting practices, PPP: Positive parenting practices, SS:
Social skills, T1-IP: T1 Internalizing problems, T1-EP: T1
Externalizing problems, T2-IP: T2 Internalizing problems,
T2-EP: T2 Externalizing problems,

p<.05;"p<.01; ""p<.001
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