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4. Medieval to Modern Cities in West Asia: Characteristics and Issues (FHEAFZE 5)

5. Modern Cities in West Asia: Characteristics and Issues (FHEIAIFSE 6)
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I am very impressed with the structure and output of the “Essence of Urban Civilization” project.
The collaborating scholars have focused on the central themes in scholarship on West Asian cities,
from origins to today. The six Research Groups are targeted and are led and staffed by very
competent scholars in their respective fields.

All Research Groups have been productive, but I am especially impressed with Research
Group 02 “Urban Landscape and Functions of Ancient West Asia,” under the leadership of Prof.
Shigeo Yamada. This group in particular has a high academic profile in the international academic
community, and it has a leading role in the nascent archaeology of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq,
where I know from personal experience that it has the deep respect of the leadership of the Directorate
of Antiquities (this is also true of the projects under Research Group 01: “Subsistence Economy and
Social Structures in Prehistoric West Asia). The excavation projects in Kurdistan at Yasin Tepe and
Jarmo are among the most exciting, in my opinion, of any projects anywhere in West Asia at present.

The Seminars of the Projects are frequent and well-attended, and include a diversity of
Japanese and international scholars. I participated in a Group 02 seminar in January 2019, which
was an excellent intellectual experience. I was deeply impressed with the vibrant academic
community brought together by the Project. The scholars of the Research Group are asking questions
of great historical importance and attempting to answer them using the best of traditional methods
(e.g., excavation and survey) and newer techniques (unmanned aerial vehicles, geophysical survey,
immersive 3D visualization).

The public funds provided by MEXT to the Essence of Urban Civilization project are
generating meaningful scholarship on ancient West Asia. I am eager to see what we will learn from
its second half.

5 May 2020
Prof. Jason Ur,
Department of Anthropology,

Harvard University
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