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Steven Mithen (EEL T 25 j(%-%l?‘i)

I am pleased to give the ‘Out of Eurasia’ project my strongest and most enthusiastic assessment. This is a unique,
and ground-breaking project, one that brings together experts from diverse disciplines to build an integrated human
history. The trans-disciplinary and international scope of the project is impressive, providing a model for all
collaborative research projects that wish to extend our knowledge of the past, present and future of humanity.

The global pandemic has made the last 18 months a demanding time for research, especially that which would
ideally involve international travel. Having inspected the project website and interviewed Professor Naoko
Matsumoto, I am pleased to report that, despite the covid-19 challenges, all the project subgroups have made steady
and significant progress. | have been especially impressed by the success of the international conference in Mexico
that has been swiftly published online as Landscape, Monuments, arts and Rituals Out of Eurasia in Bio-Cultural
Perspective. This captures the key themes of the project, demonstrating the value of bringing together experts in the
archaeology of civilization, human cognition, anatomy and physiology, and which meets the highest academic
standards. The website demonstrates progress in other aspects of the project, providing a steady flow of publications,
conferences, seminars, and 3D models of artefacts.

The progress made by the project has demonstrated the validity of triadic niche construction theory as an
integrative model for explaining how human cognition and civilization develops by the interplay between genes,
brains, material culture and society. I am persuaded that the model will be further tested and developed with exciting
results as additional data from various fields are accumulated. The fieldwork of the Out of Eurasia project will be of
considerable importance, and hopefully that will be possible in 2022 as the global pandemic comes to its end.

I must also note the achievement of establishing the Research Institute for the Dynamics of Civilizations at
Okayama University as the headquarters of this project. This provides an excellent base for the academics and
students involved in the project and will ensure that its research is sustained beyond the initial 5 years of activity. |
am pleased to congratulate Professor Matsumoto and her colleagues on a successful start to the project and look
forward to monitoring and assessing its future progress. In sum, the project showcases the power of
transdisciplinarity and serves as an excellent example of academic success for the Japanese science funding system.
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