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Perception
Sensitivity
Temporal
and spatial
cognition
Values

Cat rization
lﬂemory
ecision

d making

sensation
Min

Mediated by the body, the mind and the material world permeate
one another. Through the process of mutual creation between
humans and the material world, the body also changes.
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Steven Mithen ERENZE T (FIZ University of Reading, UK)

It has been an immense privilege to follow the development and achievements of the ‘Out of Eurasia’ project
during the last five years. It began with an impressive level of ambition to forge an inter-disciplinary approach to the
emergence of civilization that became characterized as Integrative Human Historical Science. Equally ambitious was
to adopt a global perspective by addressing the emergence of civilization in Mesoamerica, the Andes, Oceania and
the Japanese archipelago. That was a welcome and innovative approach, avoiding the much-explored region of SW
Asia which has too often, and mistakenly, been taken as a model for all region of the world.

I am delighted to report that the ambition of the project has been realized in most respects. By recruiting many
project associates from multiple disciplines, including archaeology, anthropology, cognitive science, and psychology
new methods and outcomes from collaborative research have been achieved. Several research units were established
to focus on specific themes, such as domestication, food and nutrition and landscape. When combined, these are
appropriately characterized as forming Integrative Human Historical Science. One element of this new inter-
disciplinary approach has focused on human cognitive evolution, proposing a "triadic niche construction" hypothesis
that combines the environmental, neural, and cognitive niches, and integrates biological and cultural evolution.
Comparative archaeological and anthropological research provided rich evidence for theoretical discussions.

While the need for such inter-disciplinarity has been widely recognized and pursued in academia, Out of Eurasia
stands out because of its focus on material culture, ranging from monumental architecture of human figurines. This
has involved studies that explore the visual and tactile perception of objects, and how objects in turn influence our
own perception of the world. And not only this world: the production and release of ArcAstroVR, which accurately
reproduces past celestial navigation in combination with 3D models of archaeological sites, is advancing future
research on celestial cognition.

To maintain connections between its many sub-projects, Out of Eurasia held annual international conferences.
Although covid-19 and my own field commitments prevented my attendance at the meetings in Mexico, Hawaii and
Japan, the proceedings have already been made available for download and provide an impressive array of papers
that demonstrate a closely-knit research team, with research questions, methods and outcomes gradually developing
during the duration of the project. My attendance at the final plenary session held in March 2024 allowed me to enjoy
presentations and discussions that had developed under the themes of “Space-Time Cognition and Artificial
Landscapes,” “Invention of ‘God’ and Survival Techniques,” “Attack and Civilization,” “Domestication and
Coevolution,” and “The Co-Creation of Things and Minds”. All of these contained many new insights.

Both the quality and quantity of publication that has already been achieved has been impressive. This has taken
the form of research papers in international journals and the organization of special issues of articles from several
disciplines on common themes are commendable. Such swift publication makes the new inter-disciplinary
approaches available for critical review. I personally reviewed the special issue of Psychologia 63(2) and recognized
the need for further theoretical deepening and practical verification of the approaches being developed. Online
publication and information is as important as the traditional use of referred journals in today’s academic world. This
has been exemplified by the Out of Eurasia website, via which I and many others throughout the world have been
able to keep track of the project.

Many factors have undoubtedly contributed to the success of this project. The generous level of funding has, of
course, been essential, as has been the many talented academics who have been recruited. The administrative task of
the project has been huge but effectively delivered. Overall, however, the vision and quality of leadership by Professor
Naoko Matsumoto has been the lynch pin for the project. By developing and leading this project, Professor
Matsumoto has made a major contribution to historical and scientific research in Japan and become a global leader
in understand the relationship between material objects, the mind and the evolution of human culture.
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