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cities in Ancient West Asia
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213,200,000
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A center for compositional and isotopic analyses specialized to
archaeological metallurgy was established at the University of Tsukuba. Vast geochemical data were
accumulated through the project on the cuneiform tablet clay, potteries, obsidian and other stone
tools, and metal products as well as geochemical data for basement geology and Mesopotamian
floodplain sediments that form basic database necessary for the provenance analyses. Monthly rain
water and aerosol sampling were conducted to understand the environmental dynamics of the area.
Analyses were done on stalactite and travertine sediments to understand paleoenvironmental changes.
A rate of sedimentation was estimated using a 13 m-deep logger sample at lower Mesopotamia and
geomorphological exposure ages were determined using terrestrial cosmogenic nuclides to estimate
erosion rate at upstream areas nearby the Jarmo site.
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