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What characteristics of humans made their geographic range of habitation
exceptionally large among all living things? The Americas, the Japanese archipelago, and Oceania are
free from legacies of the archaic humans, and the modern human populations that migrated to these
lands did not interact with each other across the regions until the Age of Discovery. This is why we

expect to find the expression of human cognition and behavior toward the natural environment in
Out-of-Eurasia regions more obviously than in Africa and Eurasia. In this project, we investigated
mainly temple pyramids, mound tombs, and cities, and analyzed the background of the construction of
these artificial environments by referring to environmental data, including past celestial movement,

historical materials and ethnographic records. This allowed us to aﬁproach the issues of cognitive
science of how humans perceive and manipulate space-time from an archaeological perspective.
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