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This study was conducted as the research group AO4 of the Grant-in-Aid for
Scientific Research on Innovative Areas (Research in a proposed research area) “ Comparative Studies
on Ancient American Civilizations” . The purpose of the study is 1 to ask how Ancient American
Civilizations have been utilized as resources in Latin American societes centered on Mesoamerica and
the Andes region from the colonial era to the present, by means of a series of case studies, and 2)
to rethink whether or not the ancient civilizations are over by comparing the case studies.

Case studies have shown that in modern Latin American societies, Ancient American Civilizations
are frequently used as political, economic, social and cultural resources. It can be thus concluded
that this finding suggests that the Ancient American civilizations are not extinct civilizations,

but that they have been coexisting with the Western civilization ever since the beginnings of
Spanish colonization.
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