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Theoretical and Empirical Study on the Creation of World Heritage Sites and
Commodification of Places
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In this research, we conducted fieldwork-based research in Japan, Austria,
and Australia on the interaction of actors involved in the creation of World Heritage and the
conflicts related to preservation, management, and utilization of World Heritage for four years. The

following research was conducted in Japan. Gusuk in Okinawa as a World Heritage Site registered
area, and Gazou villages in Gokayama and Shirakawago, as well as the sublime Christianity in
Nagasaki and Amakusa region and natural heritage in Amami and Okinawa as a registration promotion
area. In addition to the examples of cultural heritage in Europe (Austria) and cultural and natural
heritage in Australia, results on the issues of creation and commercialization of the world heritage
in modern society were obtained.
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