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Dilemmas of African indigenous peoples and their future
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The dilemmas faced by African indigenous peoples between nature
conservation, economic development, acquisition of land rights, and their unique culture have been
examined. Commoditization of non-timber forest products collected by the Baka hunter-gatherers in
Cameroon, or ethno-tourism involving the San in the Kalahari and the Hadza in Tanzania have
integrated economic welfare with preservation of indigenous culture, and contributed to their
household income. They have, however, reproduced existing inequality between the dominating groups
and the indigenous peoples. The land right granted recently to certain members of the San in
Botswana and the Hatza in Tanzania, likewise, produced a problem that their social flexibility has
been disrupted, or other means to development than hunting and gathering is made illegal. In these
ways, the emerging opportunities have produced new problems for the African indigenous peoples.
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