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Excavation and research were conducted in Al-Khokha district on the West

Bank of Luxor (Ancient Thebes) where one of the representative tomb areas of the New Kingdom was
formed and developed in ancient Egypt.

The research area had been covered with thick layers of sand and debris, and therefore, thorough
research had not been done before we started excavating the area. As a result of the excavation, we
discovered a number of unknown rock-cut tombs that had been built during 400 years from the
beginning of the New Kingdom to the 20th Dynasty. The research showed the process of building the
tombs and how they were used in the area. With the discovery of the tomb of the high official
Userhat (TT47) who had lived at the end of the reign of Amenhotep Ill, we were able to gain the
insight into the change in the style and building process of large rock-cut tombs right before the
entry into the Amarna period.
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