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The main purpose of the Japan-US Medical Cooperation Program was to
encourage the scholars of both side to study the control methods for infectious and parasitic
diseases in Southeast Asia such as schistosomiasis and lymphatic filariasis.Because many Japanese
scholars had rich experiences to control these diseases, the Program played an important role to
share academic intelligence between the scholars of both side. Some scholars in Japan criticized the

activities of the Program because the research works had close connections with the US foreign
policy and military operations under the Vietnam War_But, Dr.Yositaka Komiya and Dr_Manabu Sasa,
leading scholars in those days joined the Program and tried to advance their studies.

The scientific research was organized by the scholars in this Program and the medical aids was
actually organized by the JICA, for example the anti-schistosomiasis campaign in the Leyte islands,

the Philippines.
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