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Big Data

Based on comparable panel datasets of household registers from Japan, China,
Taiwan, and Korea during 1700-1945, we analyzed how demographic behaviors, including birth, death,
marriage, adoption and migration, were shaped by household socioeconomic status and co-resident Kin
in historical East Asia. We found similarities as well as variations characterized by different
family systems and practices between these populations. Efforts were also made to expand the panel
datasets. We achieved a substantial improvement for microdata construction of Japanese historical
population. Overall, this research project contributes to a systematic understanding of family
dynamics and individual life courses of premodern East Asia from a longitudinal comparative
Berspective. It also provides insights in understanding the low fertility in contemporary East Asia
y linking past to present.
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Table 1. Reproductive age patterns and male-to-female sex ratio of recorded births by parity in virilocal
and uxorilocal families
Third and later

Wife's age First birth Second birth births
Marital First
residence marriage  First birth Sexratio N Sexratio N Sexratio N
Virilocal 155 19.9 94.0 487 1233 364 109.0 489

Uxorilocal 13.9 19.1 68.1 190 116.4 132 1099 170
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