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Through the four-years®™ joint and coordinated research work of Japanese
scholars on the law of the sea and successive workshops on the law of the sea between Japanese and
Chinese scholars, this research work has contributed to the identification and clarification of the
contemporary issues relating to the interpretation and application of the UNCLOS and analysed
various problems having arisen in the process of the implementation of the UNCLOS after its entry
into force including issues concerning the demarcation between the continental shelf and the deep
sea bed, definition of the island and rock, suppression of pirates, experimental whale catching, the

claim of historic title over vast areas on the high seas etc. Through this research totally 61
articles and 3 books focusing the contemporary issues on the law of the sea has been published.
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