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Research on international relations in Japan is lacking in the area of
dialogue between theory and history, and new research developed based on mutual stimulation is
considered to be weak. This study considers conditions and methods for dialogue between theory and
history that is possible today.

Against a backdrop of macro theoretical disputes in international relations and the spread of
rational-choice theory, dialogue between theory and history is becoming increasingly difficult.
However, there are examples from Japan, the United States, and elsewhere of using theory--albeit in
modified form--to transform the subjects and concepts of historical research. Today, it is difficult
to apply a theoretical paradigm to historical research or to develop theories from patterns
abstracted from history. However, basic theoretical concepts themselves include topics that should
be examined historically, and these can serve as hints for reinterpreting historical phenomena.
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