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A historical study on the characteristics of Tohoku-type society: focusin? on
the relationship with the development, management and utilization of loca
resources
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We conducted a survey analysis of three issues. The main point is to
clarify the relationship between the villages of Hongo-Shigo, which are widely found in the Akita
domain, and the role of the oyakata(bosses) at the core of these relationships.

The research site is located in the uppermost stream of the Ani River in Akita Prefecture, and it
is within the range of Arase Village and its many branches in the early modern period. The oyakata
worked in cooperation to develop cultivated land and were responsible for producing firewood
charcoal for smelting the Ani Copper Mine. The Ani Copper Mine was close to Arase Village and needed

a large amount of forest products. At the beginning of modern times, several oyakata initially
produced forest products for the Ani mine. In the middle of the Meiji era, mining by miners
themselves began, and in the latter half of the Meiji era, the oyakata of each branch in sake
brewing and horse producting increased their production activities.
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